VILLAGE OF CASTLETON-ON-HUDSON
BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING

December 12, 2016


PRESENT: Mayor Robert Schmidt, Trustee/Deputy Mayor Sharon Martin, Trustee Jenifer Pratico, Trustee Gina Giuliano and Trustee Amy Ryan

ABSENT: 0

ALSO PRESENT: Attorney Benjamin Hill, Superintendent John Shortsleeve, DPW Rich Saville, MS4 Norm Wiley, Library Director Melissa Tacke, Planning Board Barbara Milano, Fire Department Matt Carner, Deputy Clerk Janice Better and Clerk-Treasurer Joanne DeVito.

PUBLIC: 5

CALL TO ORDER: A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees, Village of Castleton-on-Hudson was held at Castleton Village Hall, 85 South Main Street on December 12, 2016.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Schmidt with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
· Mayor Schmidt moved, Deputy Mayor Martin seconded, motion carried to accept the minutes of the November 28, 2016 Regular Meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Norm Wiley, Castleton Cemetery, said that people have been parking their cars on the sidewalk on Scott Ave.  He requested that the Village install no parking signs. DPW Rich Saville will discuss this with DOT. 
Attorney Ben Hill received a letter from James Ostrander’s attorney regarding his vacant property.  An opinion letter from Rensselaer County was attached and stated that they felt the lot was not buildable.  Mr. Ostrander is willing to place a permanent restriction on the deed in return for the Village not charging sewer and water capital charges. Building Inspector Gary Zeigler and Superintendent John Shortsleeve were asked how they feel about this.  Both agreed to accept the findings of Rensselaer County. Mayor Schmidt moved, Deputy Mayor Martin seconded, with Trustee Pratico opposing, the remainder of the Board in favor, motion to waive the sewer and water capital charges on Mr. Ostrander’s vacant lot. 
Deputy Clerk Janice Better completed some research on how much other municipalities were charging for title searches.  The Village currently charges $10.00 per search.  Most other municipalities charge $25.00 per search.  Janice explained that there can be a lot of work involved in completing these and that she feels the fee should be higher. Mayor Schmidt moved, Deputy Mayor Martin seconded, motion to raise the title search fee to $25.00 effective immediately.
Deputy Clerk Janice Better also announced that there are properties in the Village that show more than one unit.  The Village can charge a $35.00 inspection fee every two years for each unit owned.  She said that owners are not always aware that they are required to have inspections done.  Janice would like to send a letter out to the owners of the property explaining this.  The Board agreed that this should be done, but would also like a copy of the local law attached to it and a registration form sent as well.
Deputy Clerk Janice Better reminded the Board about an adult group that would like to use the annex room once per month to color.  The Board would like the group to submit a facilities use form, intended use on letterhead and a certificate of insurance. 
  
[bookmark: _GoBack]TRUSTEE REPORTS:
· Mayor Schmidt:  Mayor Schmidt thanked Trustee Pratico for arranging donations from Hannaford for Holiday on the Hudson.  He announced that the Castletonian had gone out.  Trustee Ryan said that there were a lot of complaints about it.  There were several typos on it.  Trustee Pratico said that the Board should have a chance to review Padric’s work before it is reproduced.  The board will write up a schedule of deadlines for the Castletonian and find someone to proof read it before it is reproduced.  A volunteer appreciation gathering was discussed and is being planned for early January. 
· Deputy Mayor/Trustee Martin:  Deputy Mayor Martin announced that the fire company consolidation meeting will be coming up shortly.  She also asked Clerk-Treasurer Joanne DeVito to request an electronic version of the National Grid bills.  It will save the Village $4.00 per bill to do so. 
· Trustee Ryan:  No report.
· Trustee Pratico: Trustee Pratico mentioned that all had a great time at Holiday on the Hudson.  She said that she felt it was a little too long and that it should be shortened a bit next year.  She also thanked the Firehouse for bringing the hot dogs.
· Trustee Giuliano: Trustee Giuliano announced that what was thought to be a transformer on Justus Way is actually a regulator. This means that it cannot be relocated. She said that Castleton was not chosen for the CFA award, but that Empire State Development paid the Village a lot of complements on the package they submitted for the grant.  The next grant that she will apply for is due on April 1st.  It is for the Preservation League of NY State for a historical survey.  She said that Holiday on the Hudson was a great event.

REPORTS:
1. DPW Report: DPW Rich Saville announced that the Schodack School District would like to purchase the DPW’s old truck and plow.  Rich felt that the offer was a good one.  Attorney Ben Hill said that he needs to make sure that the offer is in range with market price.  Mayor Schmidt asked Rich to print out a couple of similar truck listings along with the market prices of them in order to prove that the offer is within range. Mayor Schmidt moved, Trustee Pratico seconded motion to approve the sale of the truck to the Schodack School District after Rich has proof that the price is a good one. Mayor Schmidt moved, Deputy Mayor Martin seconded, motion carried to accept the DPW Report.  
2. Water & Wastewater Report:   Mayor Schmidt moved, Trustee Giuliano seconded motion to approve the Water/Wastewater report.
3. Castleton Kids:  Mayor Schmidt moved, Deputy Mayor Martin seconded motion to approve the Castleton Kids report.
4. Library Report:  Library Director, Melissa Tacke, thanked the Village and Fire Department for the great job they did on Holiday on the Hudson.  She announced that they are in the process of selecting a new employee to replace Mia Orbona.  Trustee Ryan moved, Deputy Mayor Martin seconded motion to approve the Library report.
5. Code Enforcement: Attorney Ben Hill said that he is all set to go to court to represent the Village once Jim Lance gives him the date. Deputy Mayor Martin moved, Trustee Giuliano seconded motion to approve the Code Enforcement report.
6. Fire Department:  Fire Department Matt Carner requested that the Village allow him to accept bids on a new thermal imaging camera.  The old one had been damaged in a fire. A replacement camera typically costs $13,000.00, but they are on sale now for $7,600.00 through Garrison Equipment. The Board gave Matt Carner approval to get three bids on the camera. Deputy Mayor Martin moved, Mayor Schmidt seconded motion to approve the Fire Department report.  
7. Building Inspector: Building Inspector Gary Ziegler asked the Board for permission to attend the Building Inspectors conference in Lake Placid.  Mayor Schmidt moved, Trustee Pratico seconded motion giving Gary permission to attend the conference. Mayor Schmidt moved, Deputy Mayor Martin seconded, motion carried to accept the Building Inspector Report.  
8. Safety/MS4 Report:  Ms4 Norm Wiley thanked Clerk-Treasurer Joanne DeVito for reminding him that the annual Workplace Violence/Sexual Harassment training is due to be held.  Training will be held at 11:00 am and again at 6:00 pm on January 23rd. All employees and Board members are required to attend. He also said that they are changing the requirements for the annual MS4 reporting in 2017. Deputy Mayor Martin moved, Trustee Giuliano seconded, motion carried to accept the MS4 Report.
9. Planning: Barbara Milano announced that two members are leaving for Florida next month.  She asked if it was ok for them to call in for a quorum.  The Board agreed that it was ok to do that. She reminded the Board that new members were needed. Mayor Schmidt said that he would have a packet ready for the next Board meeting. Deputy Mayor Martin moved, Trustee Pratico seconded, motion to accept the Planning Committee report.
10. Zoning: No report.
11. Clerk-Treasurer Report:  Mayor Schmidt moved, Trustee Pratico seconded motion to approve the Clerk-Treasurer report.




BUSINESS: 
1. Post Office Parking Lot:  Attorney Ben Hill is still trying to get in touch with Post Office Paul Frye to obtain a lease from them.  He has been unresponsive. If they continue to stall, the Village can ask the Post Office to vacate the lot.
2. Resolution #50- Establishing a Village Election Day: Deputy Mayor Martin moved, Trustee Giuliano seconded, motion to approve the March 21, 2017 Village Election day. 
          RESOLUTION NUMBER # 50 OF THE YEAR 2016 OF THE
VILLAGE BOARD OF THE VILLAGE OF CASTLETON-ON-HUDSON
ESTABLISHING VILLAGE ELECTION DAY AS MARCH 21, 2017.
WHEREAS, Village elections are usually held on the third Tuesday of March;	
WHEREAS, the third Tuesday of March, 2017 is March 21 -
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: the Village election is to be held on March 21, 2017 with two terms to be filled.  Trustee for the term of Sharon Martin for a term of Two Years and Trustee for the term of Amy Ryan for a term of Two Years.

3. Resolution #51- Designating a Polling Place and Time: Trustee Pratico moved, Trustee Ryan seconded, motion to approve the designated polling place and time for the March 21st   2017 election. 
RESOLUTION NUMBER # 51 OF THE YEAR 2016 OF THE VILLAGE BOARD OF THE VILLAGE OF CASTLETON-ON-HUDSON
DESIGNATING POLLING PLACE & TIME

WHEREAS, the next General Village Election shall be held on Tuesday, March 21, 2017; 	
WHEREAS, Section 15-104, Sub. 3 of the Election Law of the State of New York provides that the Village must adopt a resolution stating the polling place and hours which the polls shall be open;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:  The place of holding the General Village Election in the Village of Castleton-on-Hudson, County of Rensselaer, and the State of New York, shall be at the Castleton Village Hall, 85 South Main Street, Castleton, New York.  The hours of opening and closing the polls shall be from 12:00 noon to 9:00 p.m. in the evening on Tuesday the 21st day of March, 2017.
4. Resolution #52- Appointing Election Inspectors: Trustee Ryan moved, Deputy Mayor Martin seconded, motion to approve Ted and Mary Lou Kulpa as Election Inspectors for the March 21, 2017 election.
RESOLUTION NUMBER # 52 OF THE YEAR 2016 OF THE VILLAGE BOARD OF THE VILLAGE OF CASTLETON-ON-HUDSON 
APPOINTING ELECTION INSPECTORS
WHEREAS, 15-116 of the Village Election Law, states that the Board of Trustees of the Village of Castleton-on-Hudson by resolution, at least forty (40) days prior to the general election shall appoint two (2) inspectors.  Such resolution shall fix compensation of the inspectors and designate a chairman.
WHEREAS, the inspector of election shall be the duty of the inspectors of election to preside at the Village election Tuesday March 21, 2017.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Ted and Mary Lou Kulpa be appointed as election inspectors, the rate of compensation is to be $80.00 per person.

5. Cancel December 27th Board Meeting: Mayor Schmidt moved, Trustee Giuliano seconded motion to cancel the December 27th Board meeting.
6. ERCSWMA:  Greg Gersche said that there had been an emergency meeting to discuss the ERCSWMA overcharges. Matt Curley had come up with a credit of $3,578.68 for the Village of Castleton. In 2010, he should have changed the census figure.  He wants to sit down and discuss this with the Mayor.  Joseph Keegan announced that most communities have pulled out of ERCSWMA and that the Village of Castleton may want to as well.  It was noted that our contract was up in January 2016. Greg Gersche provided the Board with a list of what services ERCSWMA provides the Village as part of the contract.  The Board agreed to discuss this with the DPW and Wastewater Treatment supervisors.  Attorney Ben Hill said that this is a perfect reason why the Code of Ethics is so important to have in place for the Village.
7. Resolution #55- Intent to Declare Lead Agency Under SEQRA:  Mayor Schmidt moved, Trustee Pratico seconded, with all in favor motion to accept the intent to declare lead agency under SEQRA.
RESOLUTION  NO. ___55____ OF 2016
ADOPTED DECEMBER 12, 2016
VILLAGE OF CASTLETON-ON-HUDSON
      WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT UPGRADE
INTENT TO DECLARE LEAD AGENCY UNDER SEQRA
WHEREAS the Village of Castleton-On-Hudson, Rensselaer County, New York (hereinafter the “Village”) has established the public benefit to the Village residents of upgrades to the Wastewater Treatment Plant (hereinafter the “WWTP”); and
WHEREAS the WWTP is in need of improvements to ensure the public safety and protect surface waters and the environment; and
WHEREAS the Village has conducted various studies of the condition of the system and the means for improvements; and
WHEREAS the action of improving the WWTP is an Type I Action under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and must be treated as a Type I Action due to requirements of the NYS Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund; and 
WHEREAS Part I of the Long Environmental Assessment Form (hereinafter “EAF”) has been completed by the Village Engineering Consultant, Delaware Engineering,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Castleton-On-Hudson Village Board proposes to act as Lead Agency in the coordinated review of the WWTP Upgrade Project and shall distribute the attached Notice of Intent, Part I of the EAF, and project description and map to all potentially involved and interested agencies.

APPROPRIATIONS: Trustee Pratico moved, Trustee Ryan seconded, motion carried authorizing the following bills to be paid:

1. Abstract #13 Vouchers #392- #393  in the amount of $2,722.54
a. General Fund - $609.82
b. Water Fund - $885.20
c. Sewer Fund - $1,227.52
2. Abstract #14 Vouchers #392- #393  in the amount of $93,500.07
a. General Fund - $25,627.94
b. Water Fund - $3,833.04
c. Sewer Fund - $62,199.65
d. Castleton Kids - $1,839.44


ONLINE BANKING TRANSFERS:  Trustee Pratico moved, Deputy Mayor Martin seconded motion carried authorizing Clerk-Treasurer Joanne DeVito to transfer funds according to the schedule presented to the board.


ADJOURNMENT: At 8:27 pm, Trustee Giuliano moved, Deputy Mayor Martin seconded, motion carried to adjourn the meeting.


Respectfully Submitted,
Joanne DeVito
Village Clerk-Treasurer
