VILLAGE OF CASTLETON-ON-HUDSON
BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING

November 12, 2015


PRESENT: Mayor Joseph Keegan, Trustee/Deputy Mayor Marianne Carner, Trustee Jenifer Pratico, Trustee Sharon Martin and Trustee Amy Ryan 

ABSENT: Attorney Craig Crist

ALSO PRESENT: Superintendent John Shortsleeve, Building Inspector Gary Ziegler, From Delaware Engineering Tad Johnston, Library Director Melissa Tacke, Castleton Kids Scott Mocerine, 2nd Fire Chief Brian Schanck, First Assistant Chief Matt Metzger, President of the Fire Department Don Hancock, MS4 Norm Wiley, Code Enforcement Officer Jim Lance, Clerk/Treasurer Joanne DeVito, Deputy Clerk Janice Better

GENERAL PUBLIC: 1

CALL TO ORDER: A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees, Village of Castleton-on-Hudson was held at Castleton Village Hall, 85 South Main Street on November 12, 2015.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Keegan with the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC HEARING: At 7:01 Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Pratico seconded motion to open public hearing for proposed local law #4. MS4 Norm Wiley stated that this was a good law as it is dangerous to allow grass clippings to remain on storm drains and flow into the river.  Norm was asked to write up a paragraph to include in the Castletonian about this topic.  No other comments were made. At 7:05, Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Pratico seconded motion to close the public hearing.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
· Trustee Martin moved, Trustee Pratico seconded, motion carried to accept the minutes of the October 13, 2015 meeting.
· Trustee Carner moved, Trustee Martin seconded, motion carried to accept the minutes of the October 26, 2015 special meeting.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
At 7:06, Trustee Carner moved, Trustee Pratico seconded, motion to open public comment period.

Brenda Grey, Green Ave, asked for clarification on the property near her home, whether it was owned by the Fire Department or by the Village.  She is concerned with drains not being cleaned out and flooding to her home.  Mayor Keegan noted that this topic is on the agenda and requested that we wait to discuss this later in the evening.  Ms. Grey agreed.  

Norm Wiley reported on a speed dip on Seaman Avenue that needs to be fixed.  Superintendent John Shortsleeve stated that he would call the contractor responsible to have it fixed. 

At 7:10, Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Martin seconded, motion to close public comment period.


REPORTS:
1. DPW Report: Mayor Keegan spoke of the DPW department cutting trees on the Island. Trustee Martin moved, Trustee Carner seconded, motion carried to accept the DPW Report.  
2. Water & Wastewater Report:   Superintendent John Shortsleeve announced that the NYPA grant has been closed out.  He also asked permission to shut off water on abandoned properties.  The board suggested that he speak with Attorney Craig Crist to make sure that that is acceptable.  If so, after contacting the property owners, the Board feels that he could shut the water off. Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Martin seconded, motion carried to accept the Water & Wastewater Report.  
3. Castleton Kids:  Scott Mocerine announced that they would like to hire three more employees to fill vacancies and presented the Board with the applications.  Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Pratico seconded motion carried to accept the new hires.  Mayor Keegan mentioned that the Village cannot donate funds to any causes.  Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Martin seconded with Trustee Ryan abstaining motion carried to accept the Castleton Kids Report.  
4. Library Report:   Librarian Director, Melissa Tacke, announced that they have hired a new aide.  Sue Black worked for the Bethlehem Public Library for 20 years and is now retiring. She thanked the Fire Department for their help during the Halloween parade.  There were 100 people there and it was a huge success.  She spoke of various new programs at the library such as Program Calendars, Block Party, Friendship Bracelet night, evening story hour and a holiday cookie swap. Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Ryan seconded, motion carried to accept the Library report.
5. Code Enforcement: The new Code Enforcement Officer, Jim Lance, was sworn into office by Mayor Keegan. He spoke of his observations regarding properties and asked about Village guidelines on overflowing trash cans and debris on front porches and in yards. Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Martin seconded motion carried to accept the Code Enforcement report.
6. Fire Department:  The Fire Department stated that Truck 66 is out for repairs.  Permission was asked to take a truck to a Rensselaer county training event. The Board approved. The Fire department wanted to clarify snow emergency procedures.  The Fire Department will provide limited off street parking in an emergency, but will not be liable for damages and after 48 hours all cars must be moved or will be towed at the owner’s expense. Trustee Carner moved, Mayor Keegan seconded, motion carried to accept the Fire Department Report.  
7. Building Inspector: Trustee Pratico moved, Mayor Keegan seconded, motion carried to accept the Building Inspector Report.  
8. LDC: Trustee Carner moved, Mayor Keegan seconded, motion carried to accept the LDC Monthly Report.  
9. Safety/MS4 Report: Mayor Keegan requested that Norm Wiley set up a training class for Workplace Violence and Sexual Harassment.  Norm said that he would speak to Deputy Clerk Jan Better and set that up.  Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Ryan seconded motion carried to accept the MS4 Report.
10. Clerk-Treasurer Report:  Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Carner seconded, motion carried to accept the Clerk-Treasurer’s Report. 


BUSINESS: 
1. 45 South Main Street and 15-17 – Dangerous Buildings:  45 South Main- The next court date is December 16th.     15-17- the county attorney found out from the Engineer that the building should be demolished but did not pose an eminent threat.  It is expected that the building will be taken down before the snow falls.
2. Water Tower Update: Tad Johnston, from Delaware Engineering, reported that the project is almost complete. The fence will be installed shortly.  We should hold $3,000.00 in retainage until the spring to be sure that the grass grows.
3. Surplus Property to George Street Residents: Attorney Craig Crist is working on this. 
4. Sale of Village Property to Fire Company: Attorney Craig Crist is working on this. 
5. Purchase of Fire Truck: Mayor Keegan stated that the Revolving Fund application will be completed as soon as possible.  
Resolution #47 and proposed local law #4 amending section 171-6 of the Villages solid waste law: Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Martin seconded with all in favor motion to approve Resolution #47 and local law #4.                                                                                                                                  RESOLUTION NUMBER _47_ OF THE YEAR 2015 OF THE VILLAGE BOARD OF THE VILLAGE OF CASTLETON CALLING FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION 171-6 OF THE VILLAGE’S SOLID WASTE LAW 
	WHEREAS, the Village Board desires to protect its water basins and stormwater collection system by precluding the placing of certain items on roads;
	WHEREAS, the Village Board has drafted a proposed local law to effectuate the aforementioned purpose;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Village Board has already by prior resolution appointed itself as lead agency per SEQRA and already prepared and reviewed and adopted the contents of the SEAF and further determined that there is no significant adverse environmental impacts relating to the proposed adoption of the local law and hereby adopts a Negative Declaration per Part 3 thereof;
	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Village Board hereby resolves to call for a public hearing on said proposed law to be held on October 26, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at Village Hall, 85 South Main Street, Castleton, New York.  
                                                                                                                                                                          LOCAL LAW NUMBER _4_ OF THE YEAR 2015 OF THE VILLAGE OF CASTLETON
A Local Law Amending Section 171-6 if the Village Code To Preclude and Regulate the Placement of Certain Items on Roads in the Village
Be it enacted by the Village Board as follows: 
Section 1.  Additions To Section 171-6.  The following subsections are added to section 171-6 of the Village Code:
E.	All leaves and pine needles must be placed in biodegradable paper bags.  Plastic bags are not allowed.  

F.	Brush branches must not be greater than four inches in diameter and must be tied and bundled in four foot lengths.
G.	The following are unacceptable and may not be placed at roadside for pickup or other purposes:
	1.	in that unbagged grass, leaves and pine needles may be placed at roadside for pickup from October 15 through November 30, thereafter any unbagged grass, 	leaves or pine needles may not be so placed after December 1;
	2.	wooden fencing;
	3.	demolition material;
	4.	rocks;
	5.	stumps, dirt or sod. 
Section 2. This local law shall take effect immediately upon passage. 
6. Bill Taylor, retiree, new medical plan:  The current CDPHP-Medicare plan provided for Mr. Taylor was dropping the prescription benefits.  A new plan was researched for Mr. Taylor.  Aetna seemed to be the best fit.   Trustee Carner moved, Trustee Pratico seconded motion to approve use of the new Aetna plan in place of the CDPHP-Medicare plan for retirees.
7. Discuss who owns and is responsible for the road off of Green Avenue into the Firehouse: The survey shows that the property belongs to the firehouse.  The neighbor, Brenda Grey, complained of the clogged drains that cause flooding at her home.  She has cleaned the drains out several times herself.  It was discussed that she uses that property to park her car and that she should also help clean up the drains.  Mayor Keegan announced that this was a private dispute between the Fire Department and Ms. Grey and that they need work out an agreement between them.  The Village is not responsible.  The Fire Department and Ms. Grey agreed to speak privately and work something out.
8. SCA Credit card payments:  Mayor Keegan and Clerk-Treasurer Joanne DeVito spoke of a credit card program by SCA that would allow residents to pay their water or tax bills via credit card.  The fee for the service would go directly to the customer.  The Village would pay $300.00 per year per program for the service.  Clerk-Treasurer Joanne DeVito asked if the Board wanted to require a customer or bill number to be used to pull up account information.  The Board said yes. The Board agreed to only allow full payments- no partial payments.  The Board decided to wait on the tax program. Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Carner seconded motion to accept the SCA water billing credit card contract. 
9. NYPA grant final disbursement. Transfer amount from Capital MM to Gen/Water/Sewer account and Water Tower-HMA payment for damages from Gen/Water/Sewer to Capital MM account:  Trustee Pratico motioned, Trustee Martin seconded motion to approve bank transfers.
10. List of delinquent taxes to be relevied to the county:  A list of delinquent accounts were presented to the Board.  Trustee Carner motioned, Trustee Ryan seconded motion to approve relevy.
11. B&L Grant update for waterfront development: Mayor Keegan met about it today and will have more to discuss next month.
12. Hamilton Printing/Brian Payne delinquent water bill and CSX bill: Still delinquent on a water bill and CSX bill.  Whole Foods Processing has purchased the plant.
13. Arrangement between Village and Library regarding who is responsible for what:  Mayor Keegan met with the Library board and will get a legal agreement in place for this.
14. Redo Village hall and hallway:  Not discussed.

TRUSTEE REPORTS:
· Trustee Carner: None 
· Trustee Ryan: None
· Trustee Martin: None
· Trustee Pratico: stated that she received a letter from a resident requesting that when leaves are picked up from one side of the road, that they could also be immediately picked up on the other side of the road.   The leaves are blowing from one side to the other. DPW will be notified.
· Mayor Keegan: None
· 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None

APPROPRIATIONS: Trustee Carner moved, Mayor Keegan seconded, motion carried authorizing the following bills to be paid:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract #10 vouchers # 320 - # 325  in the amount of $5,017.09
a. General Fund - $2,184.83
b. Water Fund - $962.45
c. Sewer Fund - $1,869.81
2. Abstract # 11  vouchers # 326 - # 382  in the amount of $151,522.98
a. General Fund - $75,180.11
b. Castleton Kids- $17,234.29
c. Water Fund - $30,334.18
d. Sewer Fund - $25,603.81
e. Capital projects - $3,170.59

ONLINE BANKING TRANSFERS:  Trustee Carner moved, Mayor Keegan seconded motion carried authorizing Clerk-Treasurer Joanne DeVito to transfer funds according to the schedule presented to the board.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: At 8:27 pm, Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Pratico seconded, motion carried to enter executive session to discuss employee negotiations. At 8:45 pm, Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Ryan seconded, motion carried to exit executive session.

VOTE:  Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Carner seconded, motion to approve that non-union employees health benefits will be subject to the same terms as union employees.

ADJOURNMENT: At 8:50 pm, Trustee Carner moved, Trustee Pratico seconded, motion carried to adjourn the meeting.


Respectfully Submitted,
Joanne DeVito
Village Clerk-Treasurer
