VILLAGE OF CASTLETON-ON-HUDSON
BOARD OF TRUSTEES REGULAR MEETING

September 14, 2015


PRESENT: Mayor Joseph Keegan, Trustee/Deputy Mayor Marianne Carner, Trustee Jenifer Pratico, Trustee Sharon Martin and Trustee Amy Ryan 

ABSENT: None

ALSO PRESENT: Attorney Craig Crist, Superintendent John Shortsleeve, Building Inspector Gary Ziegler, From Delaware Engineering Tad Johnston and Brock Juvsola, Library Director Melissa Tacke, Castleton Kids Scott Mocerine and Kevin Anderson, Safety/MS4 Norm Wiley, Fire Chief Matt Carner, Clerk/Treasurer Joanne DeVito

GENERAL PUBLIC: 4

CALL TO ORDER: A regular meeting of the Board of Trustees, Village of Castleton-on-Hudson was held at Castleton Village Hall, 85 South Main Street on September 14, 2015.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mayor Keegan with the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
· Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Martin seconded, with three street name changes, motion carried to accept the minutes of the August 10, 2015 meeting.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  
At 7:05, Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Pratico seconded, motion to open public comment period.

Ralph and Felisa Calvino spoke of being longtime residents of Castleon.  Mr. Calvino brought up an issue that happened the night of the flooding on 7/19/15.  He claims that a Fireman damaged his car by hitting it with a flashlight.  The Village insurance was contacted and eventually sent a letter to Mr. Calvino denying his claim.  Mr. Calvino pointed out that the insurance company never contacted him to discuss the issue or look at the damage done to his car and that the Fireman lied about how the incident happened.  He wants to know what can be done about this situation.  Mayor Keegan announced that the Village had just received a letter on September 10th from the insurance agency showing the rejection of the claim.  He stated that the Village Attorney will be consulted and will look into the matter himself.  The Village will call the Calvino’s to discuss the issue further.

Francine Graziano stated that she called the Village to get her home hooked up to public water and that the cost to do that was high.  She asked if the Board would consider lowering the price.  Mayor Keegan stated that there is no recourse on the price of the water hookup.  Prices are set by the Board and will remain unchanged. 

Norm Wiley, Castleton Cemetery, asked if the Cemetery will be charged for water usage.  Mayor Keegan stated that the Cemetery will be charged for the meter installation, but not for water usage. 

At 7:12, Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Martin seconded, motion to close public comment period.



REPORTS:
1. DPW Report: Trustee Martin moved, Trustee Carner seconded, motion carried to accept the DPW Report.  
2. Water & Wastewater Report:  Superintendent John Shortsleeve stated that the natural gas line to connect the Village and Hamilton Printing is in place and that the project is complete.  He said that due to the fact that the project took longer than expected to complete, the cost of the project increased approximately $10,000.00.  National Grid raised their rate over the past several years, which caused the increase in the projects overall cost.   He felt that we may have spent more than the NYPA grant provided, but that we could cover the increase through the sewer budget. John stated that well F was back up and running.  He also discussed the new pickup truck that was previously approved for purchase.  The price is $36,186.00.  He asked for permission to purchase it.  Mayor Keegan wanted to know what he plans to do with the old pickup truck.  It was discussed that it might be best to sell it.  The board approved the purchase of the new truck. Brock Juvsola, Delaware Engineering, presented the Board with a proposal to do a study on improvements to the Treatment Plant.  The study would cost $10,000.00.  It would include a road map for what needs to be improved, solid cost estimates to repair or replace and put the Village in line for financing, such as with the State, CWSRF (Sewer) and DWSRF (Water) It is a four year process from the study, to submitting for grants and financing, to the award of the money, to construction. It was discussed that a plan had been put together 3-4 years ago when the DEC said that upgrades were needed.  At that time Castleton Paper Plant was considering upgrading the property, which would have also upgraded the Treatment Plant as well, but they decided against it.  Mayor Keegan asked why we need a more advanced report then the one we have from several years ago.  Brock stated that the report needs to have more information in it in order to get the financing.  EFC will score the project based on the report and decides how to distribute the funding based on need. Mayor Keegan asked Attorney Craig Crist if we would need an RFP.  It was decided that this is a professional service and it does not need to go to bid. Mayor Keegan pointed out that Castleton is considered a wealthy area by financing organizations. He is concerned that we would not get the funding we would need because of that view.  Mayor Keegan decided that the Board needed more time to review and discuss the study.  Brock left an example of a similar study for the Boards review. Mayor Keegan said that further discussion will continue at the next board meeting. Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Pratico seconded, motion carried to accept the Water & Wastewater Report.  
3. Castleton Kids: Scott Mocerine, Castleton Kids, asked for approval of the new staff.  After review, Mayor Keegan Motioned, Trustee Pratico seconded with Trustee Ryan abstaining the approval of the new staff.  He also reported that summer camp had gone well with no field trip cancellations, staff problems or injuries.  The summer numbers were up this year.  They accepted the maximum of 30 kids per week and a maximum of 40 kids per week when they utilized Yankee Trails for bussing. He produced a copy of the compliance certificate, which will be filed regularly at the Clerk’s office. Trustee Martin moved, Trustee Carner seconded, with Trustee Ryan abstaining, motion carried to accept the Castleton Kids Report.  
4. Library Report:   Librarian Director, Melissa Tacke, spoke of wrapping up a successful summer program. 88 children, 27 teens and 49 adults participated in the summer reading program.  349 children, 62 teens and 232 adults participated in the summer programs.   The finale pizza party was a success. Friends of Library will be selling books at the Village wide garage sale on the front lawn of the Village Hall on Saturday September 19th from 9:00-2:00.  The Halloween costume swap is scheduled for October 3rd. Trustee Ryan moved, Trustee Martin seconded, motion carried to accept the Library report.
5. Code Enforcement: No report. 
6. Fire Department: Matt Carner, Fire Chief, stated that our insurance agency had denied the Calvino’s claim for damage against their vehicle. Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Ryan seconded, motion carried to accept the Fire Department Report.  
7. Building Inspector: Building Inspector Gary Ziegler announced that Verizon is installing an antenna on their building. Trustee Martin moved, Trustee Carner seconded, motion carried to accept the Building Inspector Report.  
8. LDC: Trustee Carner moved, Mayor Keegan seconded, motion carried to accept the LDC Monthly Report.  
9. Safety/MS4 Report: Nothing to report. Trustee Ryan moved, Trustee Pratico seconded, motion carried to accept the Safety/MS4 Report.  
10. Clerk-Treasurer Report:  Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Carner seconded, motion carried to accept the Clerk-Treasurer’s Report. 


BUSINESS: 
1. 45 South Main Street and 15-17 – Dangerous Buildings:  45 South Main-Attorney Craig Crist reported that the judge termed the home abate nuisance, but did allow the homeowner some time to secure the building.  The homeowner did fix some falling bricks on the house and placed a tarp on the opening. The board still feels that the building is unsafe and should come down.  It was also noted that the time period given to the homeowner to respond to the Village had lapsed. Attorney Craig Crist will be back in court on September 24th and will work to get approval to have the building taken down.  15-17- The judge has ruled that it is an unsafe building and that it is to be torn down.  Attorney Craig Crist will reach out to the County to try and get their DPW to take the building down.
2. Water Tower Update: Tad Johnston, from Delaware Engineering, reported that Niagara Mohawk will start to move the electric service so that we can begin removal of the old water tank.  The demolition contractor is scheduled to start on Monday.  He will take the old tank down, put a new fence up and regrade the driveway.   This will most likely take about a month to finish.
3. Surplus Property to George Street Residents: Craig Crist, Village Attorney, is working on this. 
4. Sale of Village Property to Fire Company: Craig Crist, Village Attorney, is working on this. 
5. Purchase of Fire Truck: Attorney Craig Crist discussed the proper procedure for purchasing a fire truck.  He stated that the Village needs to request competitive bids first.  It then needs a firm bid before it can proceed further. Trustee Pratico stated that the best way to finance the remainder needed is a Revolving Loan Fund, 0% interest for up to $250,000.00.  Attorney Craig Crist will work with Fire Chief Matt Carner to obtain the bids and apply for the loan.
6. Notice of Unit change for Matt Hunt, 20 First Street to a two family home: Building inspector Gary Ziegler confirmed that this is a two family home.  Village records listed it incorrectly as a one family home.  This has been corrected on all Village records and confirmed with the Town of Schodack. 
7. Discuss Computer Wiring/cloud protection for Sewer Treatment Plant and DPW:  Sharon Martin moved, Mayor Keegan seconded approval to update wiring and provide cloud backup to the Sewer Treatment plant and DPW computer systems.
8. Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Ryan seconded motion carried for:
Resolution # 47 RESOLUTION NUMBER 47 OF THE YEAR 2015 OF THE VILLAGE BOARD OF THE VILLAGE OF CASTLETON CALLING FOR PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED LOCAL LAW AMENDING SECTION 171-6 OF THE VILLAGE’S SOLID WASTE LAW 
Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Ryan seconded motion carried for
WHEREAS, the Village Board desires to protect its water basins and stormwater collection system by precluding the placing of certain items on roads;
WHEREAS, the Village Board has drafted a proposed local law to effectuate the aforementioned purpose;
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Village Board hereby appoints itself as lead agency per SEQRA;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Village Board has prepared and reviewed the proposed SEAF pertaining to the possible actions;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Village Board adopts the contents of the SEAF and further determines that there are no significant adverse environmental impacts relating to the proposed adoption of the local law and hereby adopts a Negative Declaration per Part 3 thereof;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Village Board hereby resolves to call for a public hearing on said proposed law to be held on October 12, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at Village Hall, 85 South Main Street, Castleton, New York.
9. B&L Grant proposal for Waterfront Development: Nothing to report.
10. Hamilton Printing/Brian Payne delinquent water bill and CSX bills: Discussed in executive session.
11. NYMIR claim rejection letter: Attorney Craig Crist will call NYMIR and discuss.
12. Replace street sign on the corner of Chestnut and Stimpson: DPW is aware and will handle this.
13. Redo Village hall and hallway:  Not discussed.
14. Website layout: Mayor Keegan reported that this is expected to be completed in a week or so and is looking great.
15. Annual Inspection letter from DEC:  Included in Water and Wastewater Reports.
16. Haber Way discussion: Mayor Keegan suggested we drop this from the agenda until residents approach the board at a board meeting.


TRUSTEE REPORTS:
· Trustee Carner: Trustee Carner mentioned that the garage sale signs had been removed on Route 9J.  Rensselaer county workers had taken them down stating that it was a code violation.
· Trustee Ryan: Trustee Ryan requested that open mic night be allowed to be moved to Sunday nights in November and that Kevin Haran be given a key to the Village Hall.  The library and Clerks offices are not open that day.  She also asked for permission to allow him to bring some furniture in.  Mayor Keegan stated that bringing a rug and some bean bag chairs would be fine.  It was suggested to have Friends of Library raise some money or use some of the Mayors slush fund to cover the cost of these items.  The board approved use of the room and the distribution of the key to Kevin Haran.
· Trustee Martin: None
· Trustee Pratico: None 
· Mayor Keegan: Mayor Keegan asked Clerk/Treasurer Joanne DeVito to make sure that the Village had adequate liability insurance coverage for the Village wide garage sale and picnic.   He also asked that Deputy Clerk Janice Better keep track of the keys to the Village Hall, record who has them and keep a record of who is using the rooms upstairs.

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
· Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Pratico seconded  motion to open public comment period
· Francine Graziano mentioned that Delaware Engineering’s proposal for the treatment plant is a 20 year plan and clarified parts of the plan.
· Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Ryan seconded motion to close the public comment period.
APPROPRIATIONS: Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Martin seconded, motion carried authorizing the following bills to be paid:
1. Abstract # 6 vouchers # 149 - # 154  in the amount of $5,861.08
a. General Fund - $2,012.21
b. Water Fund - $1,112.09
c. Sewer Fund - $2,736.78
2. Abstract # 7  vouchers # 155 - # 246  in the amount of $107,654.41
a. General Fund - $39,513.55
b. Castleton Kids- $3,885.87
c. Water Fund - $4,794.82
d. Sewer Fund - $9,461.48
e. Capital projects - $49,998.69




ONLINE BANKING TRANSFERS:  Trustee Pratico moved, Trustee Martin seconded, motion carried authorizing Clerk-Treasurer Joanne DeVito to transfer funds according to the schedule presented to the board.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: At 8:44 pm, Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Ryan seconded, motion carried to enter executive session. At 9:16 pm, Mayor Keegan moved, Trustee Pratico seconded, motion carried to exit executive session.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]ADJOURNMENT: At 9:18 pm, Trustee Pratico moved, Trustee Martin seconded, motion carried to adjourn the meeting.


Respectfully Submitted,
Joanne DeVito
Village Clerk-Treasurer
